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WHAT
Medicare is offering approved
prescription drug discount cards

through private companies.

WHEN

Effective June 1,2004.
WHO

Almost anyone receiving Medi-

care can get a drug discount card,

except those who have outpatient
prescription drug coverage under

MaineCare (Medicaid).

HOW
To enroll, simply contact the company

offering the card you choose.
e The discount cards are le]]ntaqﬂ
e With card in hand, simply go to a

participating local pharmacy and
Ve the di

HowmuCHn. -
Savings of 10-25% off the cost of

prescriptiondrugs.

HOWIONG
June 1, 2004 through December 31,
2005.*

*The full Medicare Prescription Drug
Benefit takes effect January 1, 2006.

Individuals who qualify will receive a
$600 credit on their prescription drug
discountcard.

QUALIFICATIONS:
MEDICARE
_ Enrolled in Part A and/or Part B~

¢ Discounts are still available after

_using the $600 credit.
OTHER INSURANCE CARDS

NOT permitted in conjunction with
other outpatient prescription drug cov-

erage plans, including:
e e

e TRICARE
* FEHBP, employer-provided health
__carecoverage

MAINERxPLUS
Individuals enrolled in Maine’s Rx

Plus should contact the Department of
Health Services at 1-866-796-2463 for
assistance in determining which pre-
scription drug discount program is best

*During the week of May 10, the State
will determine which drug card provides
the greatest benefit to low income seniors
who participate in DEL. Individuals are

encouraged to contact Maine’s DHS.

Choosing a Prescription

Drug Discount Card

OPTIONS
Maine residents will be able to choose

from 40 drug discount cards.

COMPAREONLINE
Compare the discounts available for
specific prescription drugs by visiting
the federal “Price Compare” website:
(www.medicare.gov ) and selecting
“Prescription Drug and Other Assis-
tance Programs”.
* Enter your zip code to find discount
card sponsors and participating

_ pharmacies.

e Search list of prescription drugs to

_determine discounted savings.

COMPAREBYPHONE
Contact the Center for Medicare &
Medicaid Servi

* Request a personalized booklet
detailing the differences between

__available drug discount cards.

MAINE CONTACTS
The Maine State Health Insurance
Program (SHIP) can assist in deter-
mining which discount drug card

best suits an individual’s needs. The
ce is £ | fdential

(1-877-353-3771)
¢ Legal Services for the Elderly




Enrolling in a Discount

Card Program

LIMITATIONS

Individuals can only be enrolled in
ONE Medicare-Approved drug dis-

count card program ata time.

e Individuals may keep other non-
Medicare discount drug cards that

_they have without penalty.

* Individuals receiving drug
coverage through Medigap or other
applicable insurances may also
enroll in a Medicare-approved drug

_card program without penalty.

FLEXIBILITY
Individuals choosing to switch to a
different Medicare-approved discount

drug card cando soonceayear.

ANNUALFEE
Ranging from $0 to $30 annually.
e Seniors qualifying for low-income

_assistance areexempt.

SIGN-UP

Contact the company sponsoring the
discount card directly after deter-
mining which Medicare-approved

discount drug card is best suited.

For Further Assistance,
Contact Senator Snowe...

SA R LS Office Buildi
Washington, DC20510
(202) 224-5344  (202) 224-1946/fax

WWWw.snowe.senate.gov

AUBURN

Auburn, MEOQ4210
(207) 786-2451 (207) 782-1438/fax
AUGUSTA

40 Western Avenue, Suite 408
Augusta, MEO4330
(207) 622-8292  (207) 622-7295/fax

BANGOR

Portland, ME 04101
(207) 874-0883  (207) 874-7631/fax

PRESQUEISLE

Presque Isle, MEO4769
(207) 764-5124  (207) 764-6420/fax

TOLL-FREE
1-800-432-1599

TDD - MAINE RELAY SERVICE
1-955-3323

PRESCRIPTION
DISCOUNT CARD
NAME OF ENROLLEE
JANE MARGARET DOE
ENROLLMENT NUMBER
EFFECTIVE DATE o
06/01/04 MEDICARE
pppppppp
This is not a Medicare insurance card.

Understanding
your new Medicare
Prescription Drug

Discount Card:

From U.S. Senator

__ Olympia J. Snowe



